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Welcome to 

Barnbabies (Thaxted) 

Limited  

 

25 Barnards Field 

Thaxted, Dunmow 

Essex, CM6 2LY 

Telephone: 

01371 831296 

Fax: 01371 831367 
Web:  www.barnbabies.co.uk  

E-mail: info@barnbabies.co.uk  
 

BROCHURE 
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Welcome to Barnbabies 
 

Thank you for requesting our Barnbabies brochure which 

provides detailed information about our Baby Nursery, as well 

as giving outline information on the full range of childcare 

which we offer.  This information pack is to help give you an 

insight into our nursery with its excellent facilities where 

babies have space to develop in warm, bright, airy 

surroundings in the charge of a wonderful team of caring 

staff.  

 

We are probably the only childcare centre offering a full range 

of care for children aged from 3 months to 2 ½ years, plus a 

before and after school club and holiday scheme for 5 to 14 

year olds throughout the year. 

 

¶ A child who joins our Barnbabies Nursery at 3 months 

can progress to our nearby Barn Nursery for children 

aged  approximately 2 years to school age 

 

¶ A child aged 4+ who starts mainstream school can 

attend our Barn Kids Before and After School Care 

sessions during term time 

 

¶ School age children up to 14 years can attend our year 

round school Holiday Scheme where they can enjoy a 

full programme of sport, leisure and art and craft 

activities; and even classroom catch up sessions in 

English and Maths 
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Barnbabies fees from February 2010 
 
Full Week:           £210.00  

(7.45am -6.15pm Monday-Friday)  

 

Daily Rate:           £42.85  

(7.45am -6.15pm) including snack,  
lunch and afternoon tea. 
 

School Day:           £39.85 

(7.45am -3.15pm) including snack and lunch  

 

Half day with lunch:                  £31.45 

(7.45am -1.45pm, or 12.15pm-6.15pm) 

including morning snack and lunch,  
or lunch and afternoon tea. 
 

Half day without lunch:                  £22.10  

(7.45am -12.15pm, or 1.45pm-6.15pm) 

including snack, or tea. 
 
Lunch and Care Time                                                                   £9.35 
 

School Day- Full Day Extension                                                 £13.70 

(to reflect additional staffing  
and administration costs.) 
 

Late Collection Fee @ £10.00 per half-hour charged after 6.15pm 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT A LATE PAYMENT FEE OF £15.00 

PER MONTH WILL BE CHARGED ON ALL UNPAID FEES 

AT THE FIRST DAY OF EACH CALENDAR MONTH. 
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Late Collection of Children 
 

¶ A Late Collection fee of £10.00 per half hour is payable 

after 6.15pm to cover any overtime costs of staff. 
 

Extra Sessions 
 

¶ Extra Sessions requested in addition to weekly 

enrolled sessions are chargeable individually at the full 

rate as listed in our fees schedule.  Extra Sessions are 

invoiced monthly and are payable upon receipt of the 

invoice. 

¶ Extra Sessions booked but not taken up for whatever 

reason are payable at the standard rate unless 24 hours 
notice of cancellation is given. 

¶ Children who attend the Nursery five days a week, 50 

weeks a year are entitled to one holiday absence fees-free 

week per calendar year. 
 

Sickness Absence 
 

No fees reduction can be made for absence due to sickness but 

in the unlikely event of prolonged absence due to a stay in 

hospital or other long term illness, substitute sessions for 

absence may be offered.   

 

Only in exceptional circumstances will a fees reduction be 

considered. 
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A brief overview 
 

We are a family business operating since 1990 and our 

beautiful purpose-built baby nursery is staffed by a lovely 

balance of well-qualified and multi -talented mature and 

young staff.  Thus bringing a blend of life experience, wisdom, 

fresh talents and fun to our nursery.   

 

Throughout the year, all staff are offered re-training and 

skills updating opportunities in child care procedures, basic 

first aid, hygiene and personal development. 

 

Each room is supervised by well-trained staff who care for and 

nurture the babies while providing interesting and 

stimulating activities relevant to the developmental needs of 

each child. 
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Our Commitment to Children 
 

¶ At Barnbabies we provide a warm, caring and safe 

environment in which babies feel secure and are 

encouraged through play and exploration to develop and 

grow in confidence to their greatest potential. 

 

¶ The Barnbabies ethos is one of care, concern and 

commitment to children irrespective of their individual 

needs.  We work very hard to provide exciting, 

meaningful and creative activities to enable the children 

to have fun learning through play. 

 

¶ We recognise the importance of the early pre-school 

years as a vital learning period which should be based 

upon nurture, encouragement, fun and child initiated 

opportunities to explore the world around us. 
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Fees Charging and Payment Procedures 
 

Registration 

A Registration fee of £40.00 (non-refundable) is 

payable upon enrolment of a child at the Nursery. 

 

Deposit 

As soon as a firm offer of a Nursery place is made, a deposit of 

£150.00 is payable.  This is deducted from the final invoice 

when the child leaves the Nursery but only where four clear 

weeks notice in writing has been received by the Nursery.  The 

£150.00 deposit will be forfeited where the required notice has 

not been given for whatever reason. 

 

Concessions for Siblings 

Where two or more siblings attend the same session on the 

same day at Barnbabies or Barn Nursery a discount of 10% is 

allowed for the second sibling . 
 

Payment Procedure 
 

Our fees are due one month in advance and payments should 

be received approximately seven days before the end of each 

calendar month; the required payment date for each month 

will be stated on the invoice.  Payment of fees maybe made by 

cheque or cash.  We charge £15.00 per month on all unpaid 

fees at the first day of each calendar month. 

 

If you have any queries or require any further information 

concerning billing or invoice payment, please contact the 

Accounts Department at Barnbabies on 01371 831296. 



16 

We will not release a child into the custody of a person who is 

not identified to us or unknown to the child.  We have an 

ôAlternative Collectionõ record for this purpose which must be 

signed by the person(s) collecting the child. 
 

Parental Concerns 
 

We maintain the highest standards of courtesy and conduct 

in the Nursery, however, if parents have any anxieties, 

concerns, problems or worries about any aspect of our care 

provision, we welcome the opportunity to discuss any matters 

they wish to raise. 

 

The Nursery is under the auspices of Early Years OFSTED who 

carry out regular inspections.  Inspection Reports are available 

for parents to read. 

5 

Opening Hours 
 

The Nursery is open weekdays 7.45am until 6.15pm all year 

round, with the exception of Bank Holidays and two weeks at 

Christmas when we close for maintenance.  We try to be as 

flexible as possible in the range of sessions offered to suit the 

needs of most families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Needs 
 

We welcome children with special needs. Our Special 

Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) works alongside 

parents and outside agencies involved with individual 

childrenõs special needs.   

 

Through this co-ordinated response, we ensure that these 

children who need a little more support and encouragement are 

given the appropriate learning opportunities and their progress 

is monitored carefully and frequently. 
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Care Structure 
 

Here at Barnbabies we supply breakfast ranging from babies 

cereals to weetabix and porridge with toast and a homemade hot 

lunch with fantastic menus created by our own in-house cook.  

As well as a mid-morning snack with cowõs milk, we also 

provide the children with afternoon tea which consists of a 

variety of sandwiches, homemade cake and fruit with drinks 

offered throughout the day.  We cater for all special 

dietary needs including wheat-free, dairy-free and 

vegetarian alternatives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The only items that we ask parents to supply are a sufficient 

quantity of nappies for their child for the day, their preferred 

choice of formula, Soya or goats milk, coats, hats and gloves 

for outdoor play and a bag with a change of clothes as well as 

any comforters for nap time.   

 

We provide sudocrem and powder for nappy changing and sun 

cream for the warmer months.  For children who are ready to be 

potty trained, we work alongside the parents to encourage and 

support their child at this important time. 
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Accidents, Illness and Medicines 
 

The children are closely supervised at all times but, inevitably, 

we do get our fair share of bumps and bruises. These are 

recorded on a ôAccident Record which the parent is asked to 

sign when they arrive at the Nursery to pick up their child.  We 

are required by law to record and retain this information for 

OFSTED inspection.  

 

The staff at Barnbabies are happy to administer medicines to 

children at their parentõs request.  On arrival, the parent will be 

asked to complete a form in our ôMedicine Record giving us the 

necessary information and permission to administer the 

medicine.   

 

If a child has been prescribed antibiotics, parents are asked to 

keep their child(ren) at home for 24 HOURS after taking the 

first dose.  In the case of sickness and diarrhoea, parents are 

asked to keep their child(ren) at home until 48 HOURS after 

the cessation of all symptoms. 

Safety  
 

In addition to staff vigilance, we ensure the safety of the 

children in our care by maintaining a well-fenced perimeter, 

double gates, inner door intercom and high-level door handles.  

We also undertake risk assessment and hazard analysis 

inventories on all equipment and activities.  If someone other 

than you (parent/guardian) is collecting your child from 

Nursery, please inform a staff member.   
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Learning and Development 

Which includes; Play and Exploration, Active Learning,  

Creative and Critical Thinking and Areas of Learning and  

Development. 

 

All the above principles play an important part in every childõs 

learning and development and help them grow in readiness for 

primary education 

 

More detailed [information can been found at the link  

below 

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/eyfs/  
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Key Person Approach 

 
Our personal 'Key Person' system ensures that each child is 

assigned to a carer who is responsible for: 

 

Welcoming the children into nursery upon arrival for each 

session 

 

Looking after that child's needs whilst in  our care and  

supporting development 

 

Making verbal and written progress reports to parents 

 

Supervising at meal times and encouraging good table 

manners 

 

At the end of the nursery day, your babyõs key person or 

another staff member will report to you on the activities and 

adventures your baby has enjoyed that day. 

http://www.stflnrtards.dfes
http://gov.uk/eyfs/
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Nursery Layout 
We look forward to showing you our 

baby rooms, where each has itõs  own 

adjoining cot room where babies can 

sleep undisturbed and changing 

room where nappy changes can take 

place. 

 

 

Messy Play Room 
We also have a messy play room 

where babies can take part in a 

variety of activities such as; 

spaghetti play, gloop, painting and 

cooking. 

 

 

 

They can also gain access to our soft surfaced playground 

where they can explore the climbing frame and slide, or the 

sand and water, or even have a ride on one of the push along 

toys. 
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Early Years Foundation stage 
In 2008, The Barnbabies 

 introduced the Early Years  

Foundation stage  

(Every Child Matters) 

framework to complement 

our taught curriculum. 

 

This government-initiated 

programme is a way of  

observing children's development through weekly  

observations and carefully structured activities centred around 

the childrenõs likes and covering four main themes: 

 

A Unique Child 

Which covers the  

commitments; Child   

Development,  

Inclusive Practice,  

Keeping Safe, Health and Wellð Being 

 

Positive Relationships 

Which covers the commitments; Respecting Each Other,  

Parents as Partners, Supporting Learning and the Key Person 

approach 

 

Enabling Environments  

Which covers the four areas; Observation, Assessment and 

Planning, Supporting Every Child, The Learning  

Environment and the Wider context 
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Barnbabies Activities 
 

Here at Barnbabies we incorporate a broad range of 

experiences into the play structure.  Although this list is not 

exhaustive, they include the following: 

 

¶ Outdoor Play ð whatever the weather we take the children 

for a walk to the park or simply let them run around in the 

fresh air in our outside play area where they have fun on 

the climbing frame and slide, ride on the push and pull-

along toys, hide in the play house and explore the sand and 

water trays   

¶ Small World Play  ð including cars and garage, animals, 

puppets 

¶ Imaginative Play ð including home corner, dressing-up, 

dolls and buggies 

¶ Construction ð building bricks, stickle bricks, duplo, 

stacking cups and mega blocks 

¶ Treasure Baskets ð exploring a number of items found in 

daily life  

¶ Young Baby Exploration ð including baby gyms, swings, 

rattles, soft toys and books 

¶ Interactive Toys ð musical instruments, pop-up toys, shape 

sorters, puzzles, push and pull-along toys 

¶ Books ð a variation of touch & feel, pop-up, lift the flap 

books and traditional stories 

¶ Large Play Equipment ð tunnels, 

slides, climbing frame, ride-on toys, 

rockers, baby walkers, static bouncers 
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Joining the Nursery and Settling-in  

Once a child is enrolled into the nursery, we ask the parents to come 

in with their baby for a pre-visit.  This aids the settling-in period for 

the baby and enables the parent to meet with their childõs key person 

to get acquainted and discuss their routine as well as their babyõs 

likes and dislikes. 

 

Babies settle into nursery life fairly 

quickly but to ease their settling-in, 

some parents bring in particular toys or 

comforters with which they have a 

strong bond.  During your childõs first 

session with us, we will telephone you 

with a progress report on how he/she is 

getting on.  Parents are always more 

than welcome to telephone the nursery to enquire as to how their 

child is. 

 

Nursery Timetable 
 

We are open 50 weeks a year Monday to Friday from 7.45am to 

6.15pm.  We are closed on all Bank Holidays and for two weeks at 

Christmas.  Our nursery day is organised around the following 

timetable, but we are flexible so that babies can replicate the eating 

and sleeping patterns of home.  At Barnbabies, all babies are 

encouraged to sit together around the 

table during meal times to support their 

social skills. 
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7.45am ð 9.00am  

 Children arrive and participate in child-led activities 

9.00am ð 10.00am 

 In each individual room a variety of activities are 

 explored. 

10.00am ð 10.30am 

 Snack Time ð we provide a range of snacks which vary 

 throughout the week, these include: crackers and raisins, 

 toast and fresh fruit along with a cup of milk or water. 

10.30am ð 12.00 midday 

 Combination of outdoor play, messy and creative 

 exploration, music and movement, cooking and 

 interactive play. 

12.00 midday ð 1.00pm 

 Lunch Time ð a two course hot cooked meal is freshly 

 prepared by our in-house cook every day.  Special dietary 

 requirements are catered for in full. 

1.00pm ð 3.30pm 

 Rest period with either nap time or quiet play including 

 books and puzzles 

3.30pm ð 4.15pm 

 Tea Time ð we provide a selection of savoury sandwiches 

 followed by fresh fruit and home-made cake.  Drinks are 

 provided with a choice of either apple juice or water.  Young 

 babies are offered a variation of fruit or vegetables either 

 pureed or mashed. 

4.15pm ð 6.15pm 

 Wind Down including stories, shape sorters, building 

 bricks, puzzles and imaginative play 
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Weaning & Special Dietary Requirements 
 

¶ Special dietary requirements are catered for in full 

¶ No peanut butter or nut products are served at the 

Nursery 

¶ Please keep us informed of any adjustments and 

additions you wish us to make to your babyõs diet as part 

of the weaning process to ensure that we offer your baby a 

varied diet replicating that of home 

¶ If your child has any special dietary requirements, please 

inform us at the time of enrolment and, likewise, if these 

requirements alter in any way, please let us know 

 

Birthdays  
 

Every childõs birthday is celebrated in accordance with the 

parentsõ wishes.  If parents wish to provide a cake we are happy 

to take photographs of their child blowing out the candles. 

 


