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Welcome to The Barn Nursery- 
A family business operating since 1990 

We hope that this brochure will give you a more detailed  

picture of our Nursery and the ways in which we offer every 

child the opportunity to develop in our bright, airy  

surroundings whilst in the care of our dedicated team of 

staff.  

Our Commitment to your Children 
The Barn Nursery ethos is one of care, concern and  

commitment to children irrespective of their abilities or  

individual needs, we work very hard to provide meaningful 

play and other creative activities in a warm, bright, safe and 

caring environment. 

 

We recognise the importance of the pre-school years as a  

vital learning period based upon nurture, encouragement, 

fun and child -initiated opportunities to explore the world 

around us. Through carefully structured and differentiated 

child-centred activities, we encourage, support and facilitate 

the individual development needs of every child. 

Full Week                                                                   £200.75 

(8.00am-6.00pm Monday-Friday)  

 

Daily Rate:                                                                   £41.15 

(8.00am-6.00pm) Including snack, 

 lunch and afternoon tea. 

 

School Day                                                                  £31.90 

(8.00am-3.30pm) including snack and lunch  

 

Half  day  with lunch:                                              £26.05 

including morning snack and lunch,  

 or lunch and afternoon tea. 

 

Half  day  without lunch                                             £18.05 

(2.00am-12.15pm, or 1.45pm-6.00pm)  

including snack, or tea. 

 

Lunch and Care Time                                                    £8.00 

 

School Day to Full Day Extension                               £10.25 

(to reflect additional staffing and administration costs.)  

 

 

PL.EASE NOTE THAT A LATE PAYMENT FEE OF 

£15.00 PER MONTH WILL  BE CHARGED ON ALL   

UNPAID FEES AT THE FIRST DAY OF EACH  

CALENDAR MONTH. 

Barn Nursery Fees from September 2010 



Extra sessions booked but not taken up for whatever reason 

are payable at the standard rate unless 24 hours notice of 

cancellation is given. 

 

Children who attend the Nursery five days a week, 50 weeks 

a year are entitled to one holiday absence fees-free week per 

calendar year. 

 

Sickness Absence 
No fees reduction can be made for absence due to sickness 

but in the unlikely event of prolonged absence due to a stay 

in hospital or other long term illness, substitute sessions for 

absence may be offered. 

 

Only in exceptional circumstances will a fees reduction be 

considered 

Opening Hours 
The  Barn Nursery is open weekdays 8.00am until 6.00pm 

all year round, with the exception of Bank Holidays and 

two weeks at Christmas when we close for maintenance, we  

try to be as flexible as possible in the range of sessions of-

fered to suit the needs of all families.  

 

Care Structure 
Our personal 'Key Person' system ensures that each child is 

assigned to a carer who is responsible for: 

 

Welcoming the children into nursery upon arrival for each 

session 

Looking after that child's needs whilst in  our care and  

supporting development 

Making verbal and written progress reports to parents 

Supervising at meal times and encouraging good table 

manners 

 
We   share our Christian belief in fostering kindness and 

concern for others. 



Progress Reports 
At the end of the Nursery day your child's Key Person, or a 

Nursery Assistant will report to you on your child's progress 

for the day, and you will be able to collect your home/

nursery diary and any artwork completed by your child. 

Please do not worry if your child does not bring home  

something each time, some children become very absorbed in 

alternative activities of equal importance and from time to 

time the Key Person retains a child's artwork for our wall 

display, or for inclusion in a child's Learning Journey Book. 

Learning Journeyõs and development records are available on 

a daily basis to be viewed by parents and of course  completed 

records will be given to parents to take home on a child's  

final day at the Nursery. 

 

Staffing  
The Nursery is staffed by a balance of highly-qualified and 

multi -talented mature and young staff who bring a blend of 

life experience, wisdom, fresh talents and fun to our nursery.  

Throughout the year, all staff are offered current training 

providing opportunities to update their knowledge in child 

care procedures, basic first aid, hygiene and personal  

development. 

Nursery Grant Subsidy  

We endeavour to help each child in the transition from 

nursery to main school. Children aged 3 plus often increase 

their Nursery attendance to benefit fully from the Nursery 

Education Grant subsidy which is available for a  

maximum of five 3 hour sessions each week. 

 

Parents are informed when each child becomes eligible for 

grant subsidy. Nursery Grant entitlement will be credited 

when received from Essex County Council. 

 

We operate under the supervision of OFSTED Early Years 

thus we keep abreast of initiatives in early years education 

and government statutory regulations. OFSTED  

reports on their regular inspections of the Nursery are  

available to all parents. 

 

Late Collection of children 

A Late Collection fee of £10.00 per half hour is payable after 

6.00pm to cover overtime costs of staff. 

 

Extra Sessions 
Extra Sessions requested in addition to weekly enrolled 

sessions are chargeable individually at the full rate as 

listed in our fees schedule. Extra sessions are invoiced 

monthly and are payable upon receipt of the invoice. 



Fees Charging and Payment Procedures 
Registration  

A Registration fee of £40.00 (non-refundable) is payable 

upon enrolment of a child at the Nursery. 

 

Deposit 

As soon as a firm offer of a Nursery place is made, a  

deposit of £150.00 is payable. This is deducted from the  

final invoice when the child Leaves the Nursery but only 

where four clear weeks notice in writing has been received 

by the Nursery. The £150.00 deposit will be forfeited where 

the required notice has not been given for whatever reason. 

 

Concessions for Siblings 

Where two or more siblings attend the same session on the 

same day at Barnbabies or Barn Nursery a discount of 10% 

is allowed for the second sibling and any additional  

siblings. 

 

Payment Procedure 
Our fees are due one month in advance and payments 

should be received approximately seven days before the end 

of each month; the required payment date for each month 

will be stated on the invoice, payment of fees maybe made 

by cheque or cask, we charge £15.00 per month on all  

unpaid fees at the first day of each calendar month. 

If you have any queries or require any further information 

concerning billing or invoice payment, please contact 

Accounts at Barnbabies on 01371 831296. 

Outdoor Facilities 
We have a four acre meadow, part of 

which is our main garden. It is a 

fenced play garden with a wigwam, 

sandpits and summer house. 

 

We also have a  

gardening area where the children 

can dig and plant vegetables and 

flowers. 

During the 

summer 

months we 

have outdoor water play, and the 

meadow is lovely for  

nature walks and picnics. 

 

we also have a special "Woodland walk" at the side of our 

meadow where the children can explore and in our own copse 

children can learn about the changing seasons, hunt for 

mini -beasts, build shelters and enjoy being outside  

whatever the weather. 

 

 



We also have a wonderful  

menagerie of animals including 

cats, goats a  pig, chickens, lambs, 

a Shetland pony two guinea pigs 

and some ducks. Our staff take it  

in turns to take a small group of 

children to feed and water the  

Animals each day as well as collecting eggs so our Cook 

can use them in our freshly made food. 

 

We have a smooth surface  

playground where  the children have 

the opportunity ride bicycles and 

cars, wheel dolls prams, play  

hop-scotch, or explore the playhouse. 

 

Indoor Facilities 
Art, Craft and Messy Play Area 

Each of our rooms has space for the 

children to engage in staff directed 

art activities using paint, paper, 

clay and playdough, create  

wonderful models, or dabble in sand 

and water play. 

After lunch a quiet space is available for those little ones 

who are with us all day and who need an afternoon nap. 

 

Special Needs 
Our Special Educational Needs and Children with  

Additional Needs Co-ordinator (SENCAN) works with  

parents and outside agencies involved with individual  

children's special needs. 

Through this co-ordinated response, we ensure that those 

children who need greater support  developmentally receive 

differentiated learning opportunities and their progress is 

continuously monitored very carefully. 

 

Music 
The children frequently come together in the main Nursery 

room to enjoy lively, fun-filled music  

workshops. 

 

 

 

Birthdays  
Every child's birthday is celebrated in  

accordance with the parents' wishes, if  

parents would like to bring in a cake and 

wish us to take photographs of their child 

blowing out the candles we are happy to do 

so. 



Nursery Timetable 
1o.30am 

Snack. Time - we provide a range of snacks which vary 

throughout the week, these include: crackers and raisins, 

toast and fresh fruit with a cup of milk or apple juice.        

12.30pm 

Lunch Time - a two course hot cooked meal is freshly  

prepared by our in-house cook every day. A wide range of 

menus is provided to ensure the children have a wholesome & 

varied diet. 

4.00pm 

Tea Time - we provide a selection of savoury and sweet  

sandwiches followed by fresh fruit and home-made cake., at 

least once per week we serve one of the following; home made 

soup, garlic bread topped with cheese or beans on toast. 

Drinks are provided with a choice of either apple juice or water. 

No peanut butter or nut products are served at the Nursery. 

 

The times that children are served snack, 

lunch and tea are fixed , but the rest of the 

day we try to be as flexible as  

possible so that children are engaged in and 

enjoying the wide range of activities that we 

offer. 

The staff sit down with the children for all 

meals as this is an important social time 

and an excellent opportunity to engage in conversation and 

encourage good table manners. 

Please avoid dropping off or collecting children during our 

meal times 

Role Play Area 
This is a special space where children have the  

opportunity to dress up and engage in imaginative role 

play. This corner is re-invented regularly to fit in with the 

childrenõs wishes or around the nursery's current theme. 

 

The Nursery's Three Areas:- 
The 2-3 Year Old Room 
This room is large, bright and colourful. The space allows 

scope for the children to engage in a wide variety of  

activities including: construction 

toys, games, the use of a laptop, 

puzzles and books. A special      

writing/drawing table is laid out at 

all times with a permanent supply 

of paper, pens, pencils and crayons 

for the children to use freely. 

There is also ample opportunity for children to choose  

additional activities from the wide selection available,  

including making cakes and sandwiches for tea. 

 

The 3 - 4  year old Room 
This room makes provision through a 

planned curriculum to introduce age 3+ 

children to the Early Years Foundation 

Stage of Education. Children participate in 

small group activities at a stage  appropriate 

to their development. Each child is monitored, 

supported and encouraged to develop at their 

own rate.  



The 4+  Early Years Room 
Children aged 4 +  spend the  

majority of their Nursery time 

(9.15am-2.30pm) following the 

Early Years 'Programme devised 

by our experienced Early years 

staff.  

We meet the Early Years Foundation Stage of education 

through good practice and a planned  

Curriculum. 

Our programme includes both free play and adult  

directed activities and every child is supported and  

encouraged through each stage of development. 

 

Free Flow 
Many activities take place outside and children are  

encouraged to free flow in and out of the nursery and  

decide where they would like to be engaged in activities. 

 

Early Years Foundation stage 
In 2008, The Barn Nursery introduced the Early Years 

Foundation stage (Every Child Matters) -framework to 

complement our taught curriculum. 

 

This government-initiated programme is a way of  

observing children's development through weekly  

observations and carefully structured activities centred 

around the childrenõs likes and covering four main  

themes: 

We record in detail any accident/incident of whatever  

nature, and ask the parent to read and sign our report in the 

"Accident Book" which we are obliged to retain for OFSTED. 

In the event of a real medical emergency we would contact the 

Thaxted Surgery immediately by whom we are covered for 

medical emergencies and contact the parent of the child. 

 

Parental Concerns 
we maintain the highest standards of courtesy and conduct 

in the Nursery, however, if parents have any anxieties, 

concerns, problems or worries about any aspect of our care 

provision, we welcome the opportunity to discuss any matters 

they wish to raise. The Nursery is under the auspices of 

Early Years OFSTED who carry out regular inspections, and 

inspection Reports are available for parents to read, either òon 

lineó or at the nursery. 

 

Special Dietary Requirements  

special dietary requirements are catered for. 

No nut products are served at the Nursery. 

All our meat is freshly supplied by our Local, long  

established family butcher. 

if your child has any special dietary requirements, please  

inform us at the time of enrolment and, likewise, if these   

requirements alter in an 

way, please Let us know. 

 

 



The staff at The Barn Nursery are happy to administer 

medicines to children at their parent's request.. On arrival, 

the parent will be asked to complete a form in our 'Medicine 

Book' giving us the necessary information and permission 

to administer the medicine.  

 

Safety  
In addition to staff vigilance, we ensure the safety of the 

children in our care by maintaining a well-fenced 

perimeter, double gates, inner door intercom and high-level 

door handles, we also undertake risk assessment and  

hazard analysis inventories on all equipment and  

Activities. If someone other than the parent/guardian is  

collecting a child from Nursery, please inform a staff 

member, we will not release a child into the custody of a  

person who is not identified to us or  unknown to the child. 

We have an 'Alternative Collection' book for this which must 

be signed by the person(s) collecting the child. 

 

Accidents 
The children are closely supervised at all times but,  

inevitably, we do get our fair share of bumps, bruises, bites 

and scratches. These unavoidable rough and tumble little 

accidents of childhood are mostly shrugged off fairly 

quickly by the children. We would ask parents not to be 

alarmed every time a child gets a bump or a scratch, as an 

overly concerned parent can cause needless worry to a child. 

 

A Unique Child 

Which covers the  

commitments; Child   

Development,  

Inclusive Practice,  

Keeping Safe, Health 

and Wellð Being 

 

Positive Relationships 

Which covers the commitments; Respecting Each Other,  

Parents as Partners, Supporting Learning and the Key 

Person approach 

 

Enabling Environments  

Which covers the four areas; Observation, Assessment and 

Planning, Supporting Every Child, The Learning  

Environment and the Wider context 

 

Learning and Development 

Which includes; Play and Exploration, Active Learning, 

Creative and Critical Thinking and Areas of Learning and 

Development. 

 

All the above principles play an important part in every 

childõs learning and development and help them grow in 

readiness for primary education 

 

More detailed [information can been found at the link  

below 

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/eyfs/  

http://www.stflnrtards.dfes
http://gov.uk/eyfs/

